COVID-19 EMERGENCY
RESPONSE FUND
DONORS ANSWERED THE CALL
University Hospital Foundation’s
Impact

THANK YOU
To our first-time donors who have joined us
in the fight against COVID-19, and the many
individuals – and our corporate friends –
whose generosity has already touched so
many lives over the years, for your support.
Because of all of you, our hospitals, healthcare
teams and all Albertans have the resources
and access to research they need during
the pandemic.

HOW HAS YOUR RESPONSE TO
COVID-19 MADE A DIFFERENCE?
FAIR QUESTION.

With billions of dollars being raised around the world to fight COVID-19,
what specifically has your donation to the University Hospital Foundation done?

Well, A LOT.
Here is a look at what we’ve accomplished together since establishing
the COVID-19 Emergency Response Fund.

The over $675,600* raised for COVID-19 response efforts has helped fund

“We’re in this battle for the long run. Knowing that Albertans are going out of their way
to not only voice but give their support is a huge boost to our critical care teams.”
Dr. Dennis Djogovic, Intensivist, University of Alberta Hospital
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DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

was purchased for the intensive care units at the University of Alberta Hospital and Mazankowski
Alberta Heart Institute, which provides better monitoring and diagnostics for the most severely ill
COVID patients, and gives researchers valuable insight as they continue to gain more knowledge
about the virus.

THE ALBERTA 3D PPE TEAM
was assembled in early 2020 with the goal of addressing personal
protective equipment (PPE) shortages related to the COVID-19 pandemic
by using 3D printers to locally manufacture and distribute 2,200 face
shields to Alberta’s front line health care providers. They are a team of
Edmonton’s frontline medical professionals and industrial designers,
engineers and computer scientists from the University of Alberta.
Please see their website for updates: www.alberta3dppe.ca/home

$
Over 14,000 ear
savers were
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2,200 face shields
were manufactured
and distributed

12K

Matching gift was
supplied by UHF to
support the project

University Hospital Foundation donors also supported
the University of Alberta Hospital with acts of kindness
that may not seem as important at first glance, but
meant a lot.
Staff received donations of plastic protectors, which
keep the masks’ band from chafing the skin behind the
ears. Without them, the skin behind the ears becomes
red and raw after a 12-16 hour shift. People donated
plastic sheets to be used as barriers to help isolate
patients. Tablet devices were donated, allowing patients
who were isolated to have virtual visits with family and
friends. Meals, superhero boards, self-care resources,
and creative activities were provided for our healthcare
workers.

TEXT4HOPE
Text4Hope is a free service providing three months of daily Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy (CBT) based text messages written by mental health therapists.
This Alberta Health Services program was funded by the University Hospital Foundation
and the 2019 Festival of Trees, in partnership with the Mental Health Foundation,
Calgary Health Trust, the Alberta Children’s Hospital Foundation, Alberta Blue Cross,
Alberta Cancer Foundation, and the Royal Alexandra Hospital Foundation, to support
Albertans in isolation.

50,000
Nearly 50,000 Albertans
have signed up for Text4Hope

An Alberta-based innovation, Text4Hope is an evidence-based, field-tested, and
outcome-oriented program helping people identify and adjust the negative thoughts,
feelings, and behaviours a pandemic might be expected to provoke. Through a set
of daily messages, people receive advice and encouragement helpful in developing
healthy personal coping skills and resiliency.
Your gifts supported this critical initiative – learn more at uhftext4hope.ca

Text4Hope is an
Alberta-based innovation

BIOREPOSITORY

The University Hospital Foundation in partnership with five major health
foundations, is building a safe biorepository to preserve COVID-19 samples, to
support world-class medical research in combatting COVID-19. Dozens of Albertabased researchers working on more than 30 Alberta research projects need the
COVID-19 samples to explore areas like rapid point-of-care testing, drugs, antibody
testing, and genome sequencing. Some studies involve collaborations with
scientists across North America.

30+ Alberta based research
projects are being supported
by the biorepository

FOUNDATIONS OF GRATITUDE
The #FoundationsOfGratitude campaign encouraged all Albertans
to show their appreciation for healthcare workers and support staff
during this challenging time by decorating their windows with hearts.
At a time when we’re all being asked to keep our distance, local health
foundations came together to thank all our vital front-line care workers
from the bottom of our hearts – and you stood up to the challenge!

Our healthcare team is on the front lines fighting COVID-19, keeping Albertans safe and ensuring patients
receive the exceptional care they need. We were so touched to hear about this campaign initiated
by foundations, and hope that when our healthcare and support teams see all these hearts in the
windows of people’s homes on their way to and from work, they’ll know the community is behind them.
Dr. Verna Yiu, CEO of Alberta Health Services.

Still, when the paramedics who arrived at their house
wheeled Bill into the ambulance, she expected to see him
back home in a day or two. A week at the most.
At the University of Alberta Hospital, Bill tested positive
for the coronavirus. Although he had no other medical
conditions, his age, 81, placed him among the most
vulnerable of COVID patients.
His condition deteriorated rapidly. By the next day he was on
a ventilator. Blood clots developed in his lungs.

And, they did.
After 13 days on a ventilator, four additional days in intensive
care, and another two full weeks in the internal medicine
unit, Bill was able to move on to a rehabilitation facility to
help get his strength and conditioning back.
Today he’s known as The Miracle Man, which he most
certainly is.
His medical team is back on the front lines, trying to create
as many miracles as they can.

Alone at home, Colleen began to worry that she would never
see her husband again.
Even his medical team at the hospital wasn’t sure if he
would survive. But they did know this:
That Bill was in the right place at the right time.
That his team of doctors, nurses, respiratory therapists,
pharmacists, occupational physiotherapists and infection
control specialists would do everything in their power to
keep him alive.

A PATIENT STORY

BILL MAXIM

Sometime during the evening of March 30,
Bill Maxim mentioned to his wife of 58 years,
Colleen, that he was having trouble breathing.
Colleen was immediately alarmed. Fearing
that her husband may have contracted
COVID-19, she called 911.

Because of generous people like you, whatever Bill needed to live – emergency
surgery, dialysis, world leading cardiac or stroke care – he would get.
To date, your support of COVID-19 response efforts at the University of Alberta
Hospital has helped fund critical research, technology and equipment.
But the fight is not over - we still need community support.
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PREPPING
FOR THE PANDEMIC

In a lot of ways, the Intensive Care Units at the University
of Alberta Hospital and Mazankowski Alberta Heart
Institute function a lot like a professional sports team.
The medical professionals practice, practice, practice.
They talk about how to deal with worst-case scenarios.
They learn how to manipulate delicate instruments while
wearing bulky, protective suits. Basically, they learn how
to pick up car keys while wearing mittens.
As COVID-19 spread through Asia and then through
Europe in the winter of 2020, critical care physician Dr.
Peter Brindley and his General Systems Intensive Care
Unit and Neuro Sciences Intensive Care Unit teams were
prepping for when, not if, the virus would come
to Edmonton.
“We’re always preparing for something, even if it’s something
we’ve seen a thousand times before,” says Brindley.

“We did a lot of simulation exercises, wearing the full
gear,” he says. “The isolation gear keeps us safe, but
equally makes communication difficult. Routine things like
putting a tube into someone’s throat to help them breathe
can actually be very difficult when you have this gear on.
As Brindley and his teams were preparing for the arrival
of the pandemic, donors to the University Hospital
Foundation were making donations in support of anyone
who may need it. Like, for example, Brindley.
Brindley states the staff received donations of plastic
protectors. Without them, skin behind the ears becomes
red and raw after a 12-16 hour shift. Tablet devices were
donated, allowing isolated patients to have virtual visits
with family and friends. And those are just a few examples.
“The ingenuity of Albertans came to the fore, and that was
filtered through the University Hospital Foundation,” he says.

As Dr. Peter Brindley and his intensive care teams prepared
for the arrival of COVID-19, Edmontonians were doing
the same. Specifically, donors to the University Hospital
Foundation, many of them first-time donors who chose
now to take action by giving to the COVID-19 Emergency
Response Fund. On behalf of your family at the University
Hospital Foundation, hundreds of patients and frontline
workers – thank you. We are so grateful for your generosity.

Dr. Jodi L. Abbott, ICD.D, President & CEO,
University Hospital Foundation

We’re on a mission to transform healthcare for EVERYONE, everywhere.
Too bold? We don’t think so. We don’t want to leave anyone out.

WE’RE IN THIS TOGETHER
Caroline Thompson, Director of Philanthropy
caroline.thompson@givetouhf.ca | 825 901-0095
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